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Dark clouds rolled over the sky and blocked the afternoon sunlight. The camp counselors 

briefly stopped paddling their large canoe and motioned to the shoreline. The younger girls, 

paddling in the smaller canoes, understood what this meant. After just moments, all six 
canoes were moving toward the beach. 

  

As the campers reached the shore, fat droplets began to fall. It made the water’s surface look 

as if it were boiling. The camp counselors watched as the younger campers quickly jumped 

from the canoes and ran toward the cabins. The counselors got out of their canoe, grabbed it 
tightly, and lifted it high onto the rocky beach. Then they tied the canoe to a post. 

 

The three counselors entered the recreation hall, soaked to the skin. The younger campers 

were mostly dry and were all playing games. Each of the counselors, looking annoyed, began 

to dry off. 

 
After about thirty minutes, the rain stopped pelting the roof and sunlight came in through the 

windows. The counselors stood up and announced, “OK, time to go check on the canoes.” 

 

The younger girls walked toward the water, as the counselors followed. When they got to the 

beach, several girls shrieked. The counselors’ large canoe was tied safely to the post. The 
other canoes were floating in the lake. 

 

Leyla, the head counselor stepped forward. “Can anyone tell me why we always make sure 

the canoes are secure on shore?” None of the younger campers answered, knowing Leyla 

wasn’t really expecting them to say anything. “OK,” Leyla said, “I need one girl from each 
cabin to come out in the big canoe and help me. We can’t go canoeing with our canoes adrift. 

And they aren’t going to bring themselves back.” 

 

 

1. How are the counselors’ actions different from those of the younger girls? 

 
 

 

2. What is the effect of the younger girls’ actions on the events of the story? 

 

 
 

3. How would the story have ended differently if the counselors had hurried inside with the 

rest of the girls? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 


